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This report analyses the potential for a passenger ferry service in the Drammen region,
based on a pilot project conducted in autumn 2025. The pilot involved testing an electric
passenger ferry on selected routes in the Drammen River and fjord, providing an empirical
basis for examining user perceptions and expected usage of such a service.

The study is motivated by a transport system facing capacity constraints on both road and
rail, combined with increasing demand driven by population growth, rising commuting
flows, and the development of new employment concentrations, particularly at Brakergya.
This highlights the need to consider supplementary transport solutions.

The analysis is based on a survey among participants in the pilot project and examines how
expected usage varies by travel purpose, distance and existing travel behaviour. The report
also assesses how the ferry service is perceived relative to existing transport alternatives.

The purpose is to provide a knowledge base for assessing ferry services as a supplement to
the transport system, with particular emphasis on the conditions influencing demand.

This report analyses the potential for a passenger ferry service in the Drammen region, based
on a pilot project conducted in autumn 2025. The pilot project tested an electric passenger
ferry on selected routes in the Drammen River and Drammen Fjord and forms the basis for a
survey among users of the service.

The study is motivated by a transport system facing capacity constraints on both roads and
railways, while population growth, increasing commuting and the development of new
employment areas — particularly related to the health district at Brakergya — are expected to
further increase transport demand. At the same time, opportunities to expand capacity within
existing infrastructure are limited, highlighting the need for supplementary transport solutions.

The analysis is based on a survey of 763 individuals who tested the ferry service. The sample is
not representative of the population as a whole but provides insight into a relevant user
group: people who actively seek out and test new mobility solutions. The study analyses both
expected ferry use and how the service is perceived relative to existing transport alternatives.

The results indicate a clear potential for a ferry service, particularly for trips to the city centre.
Approximately two-thirds of respondents’ report that they would use the service to a large or
very large extent for such trips. The potential is lower for commuting and study-related trips,
partly because the ferry service is not relevant for all destinations, and partly because such
trips place stricter demands on frequency, reliability and direct connections.
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The analysis further shows that expected use is only weakly explained by socio-demographic
characteristics alone. Instead, travel purpose, distance and existing travel behaviour are the
most important factors. The potential is particularly high among individuals who currently
travel by car or public transport and who have medium or longer-distance trips to the city
centre. At the same time, the potential is low among those who primarily walk or cycle,
indicating that a ferry service would replace active modes of transport only to a limited extent.

The ferry is generally perceived as an attractive alternative to bus services, particularly among

full-time workers and individuals with longer travel distances. This suggests that ferry services

may help relieve pressure on the public transport system while also providing an alternative to
car use, especially in corridors where current public transport services are less direct.

The analysis of stops and routes shows that Drammen Central Station and Brakergya emerge
as key transport nodes, with the largest expected passenger flows between these locations. At
the same time, the results indicate potential for connections further out along the fjord,
particularly to areas with weaker public transport coverage.

Overall, the analysis suggests that a ferry service may be particularly relevant in selected
corridors where it can complement existing public transport and improve accessibility. In line
with the theory of generalized travel costs, the potential appears to be greatest where ferry
services can reduce travel time, lower transfer penalties and improve accessibility.

At the same time, the report emphasises that implementation of a ferry service would require
further analysis. This particularly concerns studies of actual travel behaviour over time, price
sensitivity, investment and operating costs, financing models, and how the service should be
designed and integrated into the wider transport system.
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