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ENGLISH Summary 
 

The new airport could receive around 315-330,000 passengers to/from Oslo, if routes with 
larger jets from two airlines are established. This passenger volume would only be achieved 
once the route is well established, and there is uncertainty regarding when that will occur. 

An elasticity-based projection gives an annual number of passengers of up to 200,000 
passengers in the first couple of years after opening, under similar conditions. The use of 
smaller aircraft and the absence of competition results in significantly less traffic.  

Tourism and the course/conference market in Helgeland seem to have significant potential 
for development, in conjunction with such a route. 

 

The new airport in Mo i Rana will influence the travel patterns to and from the Helgeland 
region in Northern Norway. If a direct route to/from Oslo is established with larger jet aircraft 
(Boeing 737/800 or similar, with around 180 seats) and with competition among two airlines, 
there is a potential for significantly lower air fares than today.  

Future passenger numbers could reach around 315-330,000 passengers annually on a new 
direct route to Oslo once the route is well established. This estimate is based on a comparative 
study of relevant airports. There is considerable uncertainty associated with this figure, partly 
since resulting traffic will depend on how Helgeland develops as a destination. 

Possible future passenger flows have been presented through three different scenarios based 
on the establishment of different route design. 

• Scenario A assumes the use of smaller turboprop aircraft with 70–80 seats. One airline 
operates a direct route to Oslo alone (monopoly).  

• Scenario B is based on the use of a smaller jet aircraft with 110–140 seats, and a 
monopoly as in Scenario A.  

• Scenario C assumes that there will be competition on the route and that the operators 
will use larger jet aircraft with around 180 seats. 

Elasticity-based forecasts of passenger numbers are most widely used in Norwegian aviation. 
Using such a model yields a passenger number of 132,000 at the time of opening for Scenario 
A with one airline and the use of turboprop planes with 70-80 seats. If smaller jets with 110-
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140 seats are assumed, one can expect 160,000 passengers in Scenario B. If there is 
competition with large jets as in Scenario C, one can expect around 200,000 passengers/year a 
couple of years after opening. 

The new airport could benefit from the anticipated increased demand for air-based travel and 
tourism to Helgeland and also from changes in local trade, industry and public sector activity 
levels. We believe that the most decisive factors for the passenger numbers will be which 
carriers establish operations and to what extent competition occurs. 
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