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Summary: 

Road and rail transport to Oslo 
airport in a long term perspective 

Air traffic at Oslo airport is expected to double or triple by the year 2040. 
International traffic is expected to grow faster than domestic traffic. This report 
examines whether road and rail capacity is sufficient to cope with the expected 
growth.  

International traffic consists of two thirds local residents that often use car to the 
airport. Car occupancy is, however, higher on international travels than on 
domestic travels. Domestic travel consist to a large extent of visitors (54 %) that 
often use train to and from the airport. Employees and visitors to the airport area 
are to a large extent using car to the airport.  

Projections of road and rail traffic are made by assuming no shifts in travel 
patterns neither for domestic nor international travel. The number of employees 
and visitors going to the airport area is expected to grow at the same pace as total 
air traffic. Both road and rail traffic is thus expected to grow between 2,2 and 
3,3 % annually.  

The plan for “Oslo package 3” covering infrastructure investments to 2025, does 
not include increased road capacity in the direction of Oslo airport (north). 
Increased local traffic from the north is estimated to contribute to increased delays 
by 10 minutes in the morning peak by 2025. In the afternoon peak the situation is 
somehow better. Even though airport road traffic mainly goes in counter peak 
direction, airport traffic are expected to increasingly contribute to increased 
congestion during peak hours. In a long term perspective towards 2040 road 
capacity seems to become inadequate. The need for road capacity is, however, 
uncertain due to possible future changes in transport policy, road pricing, land 
use, and economic development. 

Even though the Oslo rail tunnel tends to be crowded during peak hours, rail 
capacity does not seem to constitute a future problem. Rail capacity may easily be 
augmented by increasing the number of carriages on each train. Further, by 2030, 
a new signalling system will be introduced allowing denser rail traffic.  

 

 

 

 

 


