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Summary: 

Maritime transport in the Helgeland 
region of Northern Norway 

The Helgeland region is situated in the county of Nordland in Northern Norway. 

 

1 Priorities of the seaborne public transport 
The people in Helgeland1

What is a fair allocation of available public funding for ferry and shipping 
services for the people of Helgeland? 

 live along the coast. Use of road transport is not 
possible in many areas in the region because of the fjords and islands. This means 
that the public supply of both passenger and freight transport is of vital 
importance for the population in this region. 

The county administration in Nordland has defined the following list of priorities: 

1. Transport of school children   
2. Industry transport needs   
3. Commuting to work and school 
4. Serving islands and areas with no alternatives 
5. Small societies without roads, in order to protect the coastal culture  

 

2 Operators of the seaborne transport 
There are three operators that have transport contracts of public seaborne traffic at 
Helgeland. The biggest company is Helgelandske which operates 18 of the 34 
seaborne routes. Torghatten Nord operates 9 and Torghatten trafikkselskap 
operates 7 of the public ferry and ship routes. 
Tabell S1 Coastal routes operated in Helgeland.2009. 

  
Helgelandske 

Torghatten 
trafikkselskap 

 
Torghatten Nord 

 
Helgeland 

High speed boat 
routes 

5 4 6 15 

Ferry routes 13 3 3 19 
Alle seaborne routes 18 7 9 34 
Source Routes’ information administered by Nordland County 

                                                 
1 There are 13 municipalities defined as coastal areas in Helgeland region; Bindal, Sømna, 
Brønnøy, Vevelstad, Vega, Alstahaug, Herøy, Dønna, Leirfjord, Lurøy, Træna, Nesna, Rødøy. 
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ii Copyright © Institute of Transport Economics, 2010 

3 The type of contracts 
There are two types of contracts offered by Nordland county to the operators. In a net 
contract, the operator carries the market risk. If the operator is able to attract more 
customers, he obtains an extra profit. In a gross contract, the revenue is kept by the public 
body, which, however, covers the cost of the operator up to an agreed level.  
 
There is no conclusive evidence as to which contract type is more efficient. Some 
characteristics have been summed up by Bråthen S et al (2004), see table below.  
 

Table S2 Some  findings from Bråthen et al (2004). 

Ferry link characteristics Efficiency effects  
Duration of a crossing (one sailing) Small effect 
Number of crossings during a period Variable effects 
Fjord crossings or sea links Fjord crossings are more efficient than sea links 
Tender or not tender for the ferry link Tendering has positive effect 
Big difference in demand between 
summer and winter 

Increased efficiency of ferry link 
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Hervik and Bråthen (2004) conclude that there is a positive correlation between 
wage increases and traffic growth in periods of economic booms. If the operator 
has not foreseen wage increases in his tender, there is a possibility of recovering 
the operating loss by expanding the operations in response to increased demand. 
But in remote areas as Helgeland one may not experience this effect. In Helgeland 
a boom will give increased depopulation as people tend to move to central areas 
where the job possibilities are more plentiful. 

 

4 The importance of maritime transport to the coastal areas of 
Helgeland 
Are the ferry links part of the road network or is it a form of public transport? 
This is a question often asked in the coastal areas. The road authorities consider 
ferry links an intergral part of the road network. To the extent, however, that the 
links are viewed  as public transport, they can be compared to a bus service. 

If the car ownership is high, this suggest looking at ferry links as part of the road 
network. In some of the municipalities of Helgeland the car ownership is as high 
as in the county of Nordland. Some municipalities have higher car ownership 
rates than the county average (Leirfjord, Sømna and Vevelstad). 

Why does car ownership increase? 

There are several reasons for this. The most important are increase in the 
household’s disposable income, reduction of the average size of households, and 
increased labor market opportunities to those possessing a car. 

For the areas in Helgeland the two last reasons are the most important. 
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